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shows so that unlicensed dealers could 
not get up or get where they could sell 
guns to criminals and children. 

It provides for trigger locks. It will 
eliminate the ammunition clips of fast 
guns that we really do not need for 
sports and other recreational Activi-
ties.
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And I would offer an amendment to 
ensure that children are accompanied 
by adults when they go into these gun 
shows if, because of the laws of this 
land, these gun shows continue to pro-
liferate.

Do my colleagues know that in many 
States, unlike movies, where we are 
looking to curb the violence and we re-
quire children to be accompanied by an 
adult depending on the rating of the 
movie, they can walk in randomly in 
many States into these gun shows 
looking at weapons of war, fast ammu-
nition clips, or guns with automatic 
clips to them? They are looking at 
these. They are seeing these weapons of 
violence with no one attending to 
them.

So, Mr. Speaker, I think that it is a 
tragedy that in these waning hours we 
will watch more children die, maybe 
the tragedy of more workplace vio-
lence, more criminals getting guns ille-
gally; yet we are sitting by as the 
hours are tick, tick, ticking away 
doing absolutely nothing. I think this 
is a shame on this Nation. I think it is 
a shame on this Congress. 

I would ask Members in these waning 
hours to lift their voices and ask the 
collective leadership why, why we have 
not met in conference to talk about 
gun safety in America. When will we 
raise up our voices but, at the same 
time, lift ourselves to act and to ensure 
that children are protected? 

I hope that we will hear from some-
one in the near future. I hope we will 
hear from the Speaker of the House, I 
hope we will hear from the majority 
leader, I hope we will hear from the 
majority whip, I hope we will work in 
a bipartisan manner with the leader-
ship in the Democratic caucus that has 
been asking that we move forward. I 
hope that we will hear from the other 
body that has been dragging their feet. 

The hours are tick, tick, ticking 
away. Thirteen children are dying, Mr. 
Speaker, every single day. What a 
shame on this House. What a shame on 
America.
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IN SUPPORT OF SENATOR CAROL 
MOSELEY-BRAUN’S AMBAS-
SADORSHIP TO NEW ZEALAND 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
take this opportunity to express strong 
support for the confirmation of Sen-

ator Carol Moseley-Braun to the am-
bassadorship of New Zealand. I have 
known Carol Moseley-Braun both per-
sonally and professionally for many 
years and look forward to her service 
in this position. 

Senator Moseley-Braun is an extraor-
dinary woman who has led an extraor-
dinary life, a life of breaking stereo-
types, a life of shattering glass ceil-
ings, a life of public service. She earned 
her law degree from the University of 
Chicago in 1972 and served as an assist-
ant United States attorney from 1973 to 
1977. In 1978, she was elected to the Illi-
nois House of Representatives where 
she became the first female assistant 
majority leader. In 1988, Senator 
Moseley-Braun was elected Cook Coun-
ty Recorder of Deeds, racking up sev-
eral more firsts. In 1992, she was elect-
ed to the United States Senate, becom-
ing the first African American woman 
to serve in that honorable body. 

Sometime ago, President Clinton 
nominated Senator Moseley-Braun to 
become our ambassador to New Zea-
land. As ambassador, Carol Moseley-
Braun would be the highest ranking 
diplomatic official accredited to rep-
resent our interests in that Pacific 
Rim nation. I can testify from personal 
knowledge that Senator Moseley-Braun 
is well qualified to undertake those 
solemn responsibilities. 

Throughout her career in public life, 
Senator Moseley-Braun has displayed 
tremendous ability, insight, and per-
ceptivity on the great issues of the 
day. She is a woman of great personal 
charm who has been blessed with a re-
markable talent to interact with peo-
ple, to engage them in dialogue, and to 
represent her position to them with 
logic, clarity, and persuasiveness. In 
short, she would represent us well to 
the people of New Zealand. 

Mr. Speaker, it is the long-standing 
tradition of the Senate to welcome 
former colleagues who have been nomi-
nated to high office by the President of 
the United States and to extend them 
the courtesy of prompt hearings, in ac-
cord with their constitutional respon-
sibilities to advise and consent. Only 
six former Senators have been turned 
down for nomination this century, all 
for Cabinet or Supreme Court posi-
tions. A Senator has not been rejected 
for an ambassadorial appointment 
since 1835. 

Up to this point, Senator Moseley-
Braun’s nomination has been blocked 
by the chairman of the Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, who, ac-
cording to news reports, has demanded 
an apology for a speech Senator 
Moseley-Braun made criticizing the 
use of the Confederate flag. 

A study by the Alliance for Justice 
determined that the nomination of an 
average nonwhite candidate took 60 
days longer than that of a white can-
didate. Couple these two facts and we 
have a profound malfunction in our de-
mocracy.

Senator Carol Moseley-Braun will do 
just fine in whatever direction life 
takes her. She will be a success as an 
ambassador if she is confirmed; she 
will be a success in some other endeav-
or if she is denied. But democracy in 
the United States faces a bleaker 
choice. Mr. Speaker, make no mistake, 
our democracy is being weighed in the 
balance in the coming days. If fairness 
does not prevail, if Senator Carol 
Moseley-Braun is denied confirmation, 
then those responsible will have offered 
up proof, proof to the American people, 
proof to the world, that fairness and 
justice are still wanted in America five 
generations after the end of the Civil 
War. I find that possibility abhorrent, 
detestable, and obscene. 

So I add my voice to those urging the 
Senate to bring the nomination of Sen-
ator Moseley-Braun to a quick vote 
and to approve the nomination by the 
largest vote possible. I hope that on to-
morrow the Senate Committee on For-
eign Relations will move promptly to 
approve the nomination of Carol 
Moseley-Braun as our next ambassador 
to New Zealand and America will be 
well served.
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WHEN WILL ADMINISTRATION ASK 
YELTSIN FOR LOCATIONS OF 
BURIED WEAPONS IN U.S.? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
WELDON) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, when will we ask the ques-
tion? When will this administration 
formally ask Russia to provide the de-
tails contained in secret KGB docu-
ments that define the significant num-
ber of locations throughout America 
where, during the Soviet era, military 
equipment, hardware, and possibly 
even material for weapons of mass de-
struction was stored in buried sites? 

Mr. Speaker, 2 years ago the highest 
ranking foreign intelligence officer 
ever to defect from the Soviet Union, 
Stanislav Lunev testified before my 
subcommittee and said that one of his 
jobs when he worked at the embassy 
here in Washington undercover as a 
Tass correspondent was to locate sites 
where the Soviets could drop equip-
ment that could be stored in the soil of 
America.

Last Wednesday, again before my 
subcommittee, Oleg Gordiefsky, the 
highest ranking ever internal KGB in-
telligence officer, who now lives in 
Britain, testified that the KGB files, as 
documented by Mitrokhin, contained 
in a new book just released last month 
called The KGB Files, are in fact true. 
Those files document significant num-
bers of cases around the world, in Eu-
rope and in North America, where dur-
ing the Soviet era the KGB arranged 
for the storage of military material 
and hardware on the soil of this Na-
tion.
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